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ALL LIFE IS HERE: NINE MINUTES
WITH DAVID BREUER-WEIL

Using London o5 his canvas, arst Lovid Breueriel hos worksd
with Chriztie’s i ploce his monumental bronze sculpiures throughow
the city in on innovative new multi-venue exhibition - on amozing

sculptura trail - that is free fo the public

Giant heads break through the ground at Covendish Squars and
Poriman Squore. An evolubionory fourport instollotion emerges in
Poriman Squone. The brutalist architecture of the Economist Plozo is
enliverad by o soulpture iled Alien and figuras of Brothars with
joined heads, connected by umbilicol chords. Against the bockdnop
of the Saint Pancras Chusch on the Euston Road further larger Alien
and Brathers images reinterpret the iconic building famed lor its

Greek statuary

Londoners are familior with BreuerWeil's work from past highly
renowned instollations in iconic locotions such as Grosvanor
Zardens and Markle Arch. A holimark of his monumental works &
the very physicol noture of the pieces with their deliberatety testurs

surioces.

After Myna's Editor Cloine Meodows met with the artist to marvel ot

this body of work, which iz all together human, and not of this work

Dowvid what wos fhe starfing poirt i the creation of the London
Scuipfure Trail?

I was in discussions with Chrisfie’s about installing some sculplures
n ihe Economist Flaza. At the some ime, we thowght # would be a
good idea to install in different locotions throughout Londan oz this
wos an innowative opprooch to an exhibdicn. | howe installed singls
wiorks in Londan before, for emaomple in Morble Anch, Haonower
Souare and Grosvenor Gardens bud | wonied 1o do something

bigger and siort o corversotion across the city.
Wha iz involved in the prgject?

The project is being run by the Private Sales team at Christie’s. |
also have an excapticnal team in my studio, notably my studio
monager, Chris Craig, an art histerian from the Cowrtould Institute.
Anciher art historion, Monica Bohm-Duchen, wrote the introduction
#o the coiologue and the instellotion teom iz one that | vse for most
af my manvmental sculpiune. | work with o number of bronze
foundries ond oreate o kot of the pieces on site. | om also groteful o
Tishman Speyer for making the Plozo in the Econamist building

avoiloble

Wihat are the ke emes benind the project

Wy wark is alwoys very human and is designed fo daliver
peychologicol punch. The key themes of the pieces on show are as
follows: human communicotion and the difficulty of achiesing it, the
subject of the waorks tited Brothers, One of these shows two faoing
figures literally sharing the some mind. Thiz is o visval icon of
telepathy. In Brothers 2, twe figures focing owoy from one ancther
are joined by powerful strops. This expressas the idea that often,
however much we may wont to get oway from those closest o us,
we are forewver conneched. In the Visitor senes ond o piece fitked
Alisn | wonted to exprass the subject of the cutsider suddanly
amriving in a new oultwe or locotion. This subject is delibaroiely
ombiguous. On the one hand the Alien piecas ore o frogiccomic
rumination on the idea of exiro-emesiricls arriving on the earth ond
oppearing to b very similar 1o us. On the oiher hand, the subject is
vary persanal, oz my grandiother arrived in London in 1938 as o
refuges from Mozism and wos dubbed on ‘enemy alien’ once he
arrread in Englond. The subject of immigration hos of course never
bean more relevant thon today and inall my work | try tofouch o

raw nerva in order to make peopls think

How diid pou go about selecling the locations?

All of the locotions are in iconic positons in Cendral London and o
of relevance fo the pisces in guesiion. For emompla, The Economist
Flaza is at the commesciol and culturol heartlond of Moyloir ond |
lika the idea of plocing my sculpturol statements in the middle of
tha suits. Similarly, Covendish Squore has o rich aristocratic frodition
and 1 like the suggestion of this enormous primeval heod suddenly
popping up fram the netherword in the middle of this squore. The
St Pancras Mew Church was built in the sarly 15th Century in the
neo-clhassical manner, influenced by the Partheron in Athens. The
Church is fomed for its Greek Carpatid sculptures. My six metre toll
Alian sculplure i @ likeral overturning of the Clossicol redition and
to some degrea, the vHimate symbal of the displocad modem
person. In this respect the kocation is chosen for its controst with the

sculpture.

Why do you Hhink it's impartant to remove art from tradifionally ‘o’

surawRdings?

There can be in issue when contemparary art iz very self-reterential

and only of relevance o people in the art world. By puiting large-
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scale works in the public arena the artist is re-engaging with the
culture as o whole, With this project there is the unusuol situofion
where the exhibition itself iz hosted by the leading name in the art
warld and it is therefore of the heort of this world. However, the
pieces themselves speak directly io the public thol passes them by |
feel thiz element of thematic communication with people not
connected with the art world is of the greotest imporignce if an

artist is to remain relevant o contempornary lile.
How da pou feal this project site within ypoor longer rmpartoire?

Maony of the figures in my sculptures oppear s ogents and
choracters in my pointings, drowings and instollsticns. | hove
created a vost imoginotive universe which | coll the world of Neroc.
This world was explored in a film screened ot the ICA in 2015 which
documents this imagined reality. For example, | am curenly
working on o lorge series of inter-related painfings called The
Project. Within The Project the imoges of aliens, brothers, visitors,
fomilies, siblings, notions, fiends and enemies, ploy out vast
peypchalogical dromas that represent the greotest chaollenges of

madern life. The sculptures are simpdy the tip of the volcono,
Hmve pou been pleased with the feedback pou've received sa for?

The feedback has been very sirong and pasitive. In particular, |
hawe found thot people engoge with the themes of the sculptures as
well oz their aesthetic presence and texiures. For exomple the
subject of Brathers and Alien seem to jouch o very emative nobe
and to spur the imagination of the viewer. The public in England
regponded with enthusiosm and pession ta the works, but also
becouse of Christie's major internatanal neteork | hove hod greot
Interest from Asia, the Middle East and America. The moest pleasing
thing o me abowt ths is that the works ssem fo communicate on a

wery humaon level, which is my objective.

Whot can peapis expect fo sas when foliowing the Landon
Scepture Trall?

Az you pass by Evston Boad, ene of the main thoroughiares in
Central London and the route for people just arrived on Eurostar
from Ewrope, there is the unexpected wision of the colossal figures of
Brothers and Alien against the backdrop of the magnificent wall of
&t Pancros Church, Ever since | wos a student in London of Centra
51 Marting School of Ar | have had a deep engagement with
Londaon's architectunal monuments of the nec-clossic period and in
particular vzed 1o visit the British Museum almost every day. One of
my tutors wos Henry Moore's ossistant, Shelley Fausset, and he
tought me the importance to living sculptors of the great colleckans
In Lenden of historical art as well as the architecture. In Cavendish
Equare my Visitor sculplure is in the shodow of Jacob Epstein's
sculpture of o Mother and Child. The Epstein is suspended on a wall
overlooking the Square of my Wisitor, which comes from
underground. In Partman Squane, the beautiful leafy enviranment is
punciuated by my installation of figures in on evolutionary stance.
The primardial subject of humanity emerging from the sarth
confrasts with the genteel emvironment, and this iz deliberate. In the
some Square is the green marble sculpture Brainbaox, which
explores the exdroondinary textures and weins in o piece of ancient
marble. The pieces in The Economist Flaza confrost ogainst the
brutalist, oustere architecture and ore made of richly textured
bronze. Cwveroll, the different locofions spread throughowt London
eoch express differen ospects and architectural styles to be found

in the city that has chways been a rich home to sculptors.



