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What to see during Mayfair Art Week in
London

David Breuer's Weil Alien 2, presented by E&R Cyzer
ourtesy Aayfair Art Wee d. © David Ow P

The sound of popping corks will echo through the streets of London's ritziest

neighbourhood tonight as Mayfair Art Weekend kicks off its eighth edition.

Predating the recently launched London Gallery Weekend by seven years, the event
brings together around 50 spaces located in the historic art hub, as well as a select
few from surrounding neighbourhoods like Soho and Fitzrovia. While commercial
galleries are at the forefront of the weekend—ranging from mega dealers like
Hauser & Wirth down to smaller outfits like Amanda Wilkinson—a number of
project spaces and non-commercial spaces are also taking part. The Royal Academy
of Art’s degree show is included in the curated art trail that helps map out your
route, as is the recently launched residency-cum-gallery V.0. Curations. The works

on show run the whole gamut too, from historic shows of Old Master and Modern
artists to cutting-edge contemporary works.
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Manolo Valdes's White Infanta Margarita and Blue Infanta Margarita, presented by Opera gallery
ourtas i eekend © David Owens Photography

fair Art Week

Since its launch in 2014, the weekend is usually timed to coincide with Masterpiece
Fair, which postponed its 2021 edition to September. As a result, for many of the
participating dealers the weekend brings a welcome reason for collectors to tour
the neighbourhood and provide some semblance of the London early summer
season that is a key period for art sales.

Alongside the exhibitions, a sculpture trail of commissioned works will be dotted
around the Mayfair's streets and public squares. These include David Breuer's Weil
Alien 2, depicting a toppled bronze figure and two dense, coloured resin works by
Manolo Valdés on Berkley Square, which reference the Infanta Margarita, child star
of Velzaquez's master painting Las Meninas (1656). The trail also includes a list of
the neighbourhood's permanent public works of art that are hiding in plain sight.
These include a stone sculpture by Henry Moore situated atop Louis Vuitton's
flagship store on New Bond Street and Banksy's Falling Shopper, surreptitiously
located in an alleyway in the heart of the district.
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