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Sotheby’s staff — and exhibitors, from left, Michael Heseltine, Fraser Marr, David Breuer-Weil, Sarah Herring, Hilary Kay,

Twelve children taken
ill after water scare

TWELVE children and one
adult have been taken to hos-
pital with stomach upsets
and hundreds of dental oper-
ations have been cancelled
after untreated water
reached 500,000 homes.

Today the Three Valleys
Water Company warned that
customers could have to boil
their water for days before
checks on water quality are
completed.

Operations manager Jeff
Huckerby said: “It is
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by Patrick McGowan

extremely premature to say
our instruction to boil water
is being lifted today. That
has not come from us.

“Although the results of
our tests so far are encourag-
ing, they do still show re-
duced levels of chlorine in
the water.

“We have to complete all
our testing fully, and that
will take days rather than
hours.”

The restrictions were im-
posed yesterday after a plant
failure at the Iver treatment
works led to three million
gallons of water passing into
the mains without chlorine
being added.

This means that any bacte-
ria in the water might not
have been killed.

Today hospitals and fam-
ily doctors were on the alert
for any cases of vomiting or

diahorrea. At Hillingdon
Hospital, in the middle of the
affected area, 12 children
aged between two and 10 had
been seen by doctors up to
10am today, although none
was detained.

The need to boil water
means that dentists in the
area are unable to carry out
fillings. -

The recently privatised,
French-owned water com-
pany is facing a barrage of
criticism from MPs, busi-
nesses and householders
over delays of up to eight
hours in warning of the

danger.

In that time some of the
untreated three million gal-
lons of water had already
reached the taps of thou-
sands of homes.

Today the water company
launched an internal inquiry
to find out what went wrong
at the Iver treatment works

and how officials responded.
But there are calls for a pub-
lic inquiry.

Harrow West MP Robert
Hughes said: “The whole
thing needs investigating. I
am particularly concerned
that people were making
bedtime drinks with un-
treated water after it was
known something was
wrong.

“An incident like this is
completely unacceptable.”

Since early yesterday peo-
ple in Ealing, Harrow, Hil-
lingdon and South Rick-
mansworth have been
warned to boil all water used
for drinking or food prepara-
tion for at least a minute.

Babies and the elderly are
particularly at risk from bac-
teria, which could have sur-
vived in the water which
was pumped into the mains
for three hours before the
fault was detected. Although

the plant in Iver is fully au-
tomated, two men are on
duty at all times.

They realised something
was wrong at about 7pm on
Saturday, but it was 9.30 be-
fore the fault was found.

Water extracted from the
Thames before having traces
of chemicals removed had
passed through sand filters
to clear it.

The final stage should
have been the addition of
minute quantities of chlo-
rine to kill bacteria.

For some reason the plant
failed, but the water contin-
ued passing into the mains.

“We would expect the sys-
tem to fail safe,” said manag-
ing director Jim McGowan.
“We regret that it didn't.”

Portrait
of the
artist as a
Sotheby’s
worker

by Patricia Miller

TODAY 70 brave but inexpe-
rienced artists take over the
biggest gallery in Bond
Street — a space otherwise
known as Sotheby’s.

It is transformed by an art
exhibition, not of Impres-
sionists nor of Old Masters
but of original work by its
own staff, from cleaners to
senior directors.

An entire room has been
built for John Carswell,
head of the Islamic and In-
dian department, alone. A
veteran of universities and
galleries from Beirut to Chi-
cago, he has shown his work
in New York and London.

Professor Carswell is a
cheerful polymath in a flow-
ery tie who boasts happily:
“I've studied art. I've done
it. I've written about it. I've
taught it and now I'm sell-
ingit.”

The Carswell Room is an
intricate tour de force by
Sotheby’s carpenters, lined
with minimalist paintings
and sculpture. Inside, a still
smaller room contains a sur-
real mirror in which you
can’t see yourself and a
chrome demonstration of
nothingness. Fraser Marr, a
photographer for Sotheby's
for six years, exhibiting a
photo of his girlfriend, de-
vised the idea of the exhibi-
tion with Moira Day of the
Islamic department.

“The show cuts across
every boundary in this
place. Suddenly you see dif-
ferent facets of people
you've known for years.”

Sarah Herring, a secre-
tary in catalogue subscrip-
tions, is showing figure
drawings, photographs and
ceramics. Hilary Kay, the
director of seven depart-
ments, is the creator of sim-
ulated tortoise shell and
marble boxes and Michael
Heseltine, a director in the
book department, spent
more than 500 hours copy-
ing an ornate Spanish gui-
tar dating from 1600.

Veronica Dilworth, an as-
sistant in the English furni-
ture department, brought
the requisite playfulness to
the occasion with cartoons
of birds and Helen Epps of
the book department is
showing abstract oils remi-
niscent of Patrick Heron or
Gillian Ayres.

David Breuer-Weil, an ex-
pert in paintings from the
Tel Aviv office, is exhibiting
six paintings of vibrant
writhing figures.

HAIR

LOSS OR
BALDNESS

We offer the latest treatments

at most attractive prices.

Full details: 071-224 1602 (LONDON)
081-597 4321 (ILFORD)
071-224 1602 (EALING)

KINGS PRIVATE CLINIC [U.K) Estab 1972

| D e

TODAY you can win a case
of Castellblanch sparkling
wine if the number on the
front cover of your July
copy of ES matches one of
these.

BC190837 . ..BC254019
BC588195. .. BC409829
BC492076. .. BC615190
BC247564 ... BC316942
BC022238...BC586973

Friday's ES numbers
were omitted from some

editions of the paper. They
are listed here.

BC161011 ... BC011521
BC093938...BC517544
BC432376... BC636978
BC132936. .. BC206637
BC370825...BC481743

Details of how to claim
are on Page 68 of ES. A
copy of the rules is availa-
ble for inspection at the
Evening Standard’s Young

Street entrance.

Motel raiders

beat up guard

A 64-YEAR-OLD night-
watchman was being treated
for shock and facial injuries
today after two masked rob-
bers knocked him uncon-
scious with a baseball bat
during an early morning
raid at the Plough Motel,
Corrin;

The thleves. who initially
held a spray can to their
victim’'s face, hit him after
he told them he could not
open a safe.




